Extract from Prevost-ParadoVs Article in the " Liberte de Penser"x (vol. viii. p. 600).
We profess the sincerest esteem for the character of \I. Portalis ; we therefore much regret that his debut in :he chair of the jury for the philosophy agregation should tiave been marked by the greatest misfortune which can befall a conscientious judge: that of committing an evi-lent injustice.
One candidate had been noted amongst all others by the extent of his knowledge, the force, elegance and clearness of his speech, and the unexpected maturity of his talent. In argumentation, he had united a rare subtlety with a coolness, justness and moderation even rarer. He had given the most clearest, coherent and most philosophical lesson that had been heard at the Sorbonne for years. Friends and rivals considered the candidate peerless and expected him to pass first. And M. Taine was simply refused ! He fails because he has given proof of his sincerity and good taste. He fails because he disdained easy declamations on Providence, religious Morality and the necessity of a cult: common-places which the distinction of his mind alone would have sufficed to keep him from uttering. In fact, he has failed because he gave new demonstrations of old truths, because he did not
1 The entire text is reproduced by M. Gr6ard, Pr&ost-Paradol, p. 175. Pr6vost writes to M. Greard on the subject (Oct. 1, 1851: " The note on Taine ia out, and the Si&de. has reproduced it. About and others recognized me. I did not^ hesitate to own up. I saw Taine, who took it very well. As to Edoxiard, he had approved of the manuscript."
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